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Synopsis

Providing the reader with the tools need ed to be successful writers in college and their profession,
A Short Guide to Writing about Biology emphasizes writing as a means toA A examine, evaluate,
and share ideas. The text teaches how to read critically, study, evaluate and report data, and how to
communicate information clearly and logically. A A Also given detailed advice on locating useful
sources, interpreting the results of statistical tests, maintaining effective laboratory and field
notebooks, writing effective research proposals and poster presentations, writing effective

applications, and communicating information to both professional and general audiences.
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Customer Reviews

Jan A. Pechenik is Professor of Biology at Tufts University, where he has been teaching and doing
research since 1978. He obtained his B.A. in Zoology from Duke University and his Ph.D. in
Biological Oceanography from the Graduate School of Oceanography at the University of Rhode
Island. To date he has published more than a hundred papers on the development and
metamorphosis of marine invertebrate animals, including snails, blue mussels, crabs, barnacles,
polychaetes, bryozoans, and parasitic flatworms. Professor Pechenik has also published a
successful textbook on invertebrate biology, currently in its 3rd edition, and chairs the Division of
Invertebrate Zoology within the Society for Comparative and Integrative Biology (formerly the
American Society of Zoologists). Committed to teaching as well as research, his highly praised book

on this subject, AS hort Guide to Writing About Biology, will publish in its eighth edition in January



2012.

When | received this book | was kind of dissapointed with the size, | had never bought a book of the
short guide series and | didn’t realized how short they were. | was ready to return it when | started
reading it, and | was really surprised. IT'S TOTALLY WORTH its price. | don’t know how | managed
to graduate without this book, it has great tips, very helpful biology examples (this is very important
because you can relate what you're reading with what your professors are expecting in you biology
courses), the technology tips have saved me a lot of time, now I’'m more confident writing my

theses.

| purchased this book, hoping it would provide tips and suggestions on writing a book about history.
| plan on writing a book soon about the historical development of certain oilfield equipment. When |
read A Short Guide | quickly discovered that it is written for college students, not for authors writing

about history. Nevertheless, | extracted some useful information from the document.

What | love about this book is that | can refer to it any time I'm writing a lab report. It's really clear!

The cover has a fold, the corners were split, but that’s fixed now and the inside of the book is

perfect. Thank you!!!

| was able to recognize the mitochondria and nucleus in a matter of minutes with this book. | hoped

that it would help me with my mcat. It totally did.

This book will make you a better writer, especially if you are a biologist. The tips for graphs and

tables are invaluable. It can even help you write grad school applications.

A Short Guide to Writing about Biology does a wonderful job of explaining individual sections found
within a scientific paper. It also does a good job presenting what an overall paper should be, in

terms of text, graphs and figures.

This book is definitely helpful and insightful. This is like the bible in biology.
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